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JACQUES ATTALI
Born in Algiers in 1943, he went to high school there and in Paris and then to
France's most prestigious institutions of higher learning, the French
National Polytechnic, from which he graduated with highest honors (in 1963)
and where he later taught economics; the Paris Institute of Political Science;
the Paris National School of Mining and Engineering; and the French
National School of Public Administration. In 1979, he received a doctorate
in economics.
He joined the Conseil d'Etat (France's unique Superior Court for
Administrative Affairs) in 1970 and rose in position, becoming senior
advisor in 1989. Between 1981 and April 1991, he served as a special advisor
to President Francois Mitterand of the French Republic. He was then selected
for his present position, President of the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, the London-based institution set up by the European
Community for aiding the republics of the former Soviet Union and the
countries of Eastern Europe. The Bank fulfills a central function in
international policy toward this bloc of nations.
Jacques Attali has always combined academic performance and political
activity along with a deep involvement in the affairs of the Jewish
community of France. He has written on economic theory and policy as well
as fiction, and his many works have echoed widely. Among his books are
Noise: Essay on the Political Economy oj Music (1976); Eternity (1989), a
novel drawing on ancient Jewish mysticism; and 1492 (1991), which
combines general and Jewish topics and became a best seller.
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