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JONATHAN SACKS

Chief Rabbi of Britain and the Commonwealth, he was born (1948) in London. Rabbi Sacks studied
philosophy at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, where he earned the MLA. degree (1972). He
engaged in research in Moral Philosophy at New College, Oxford. He received his Ph.D. from London
University (1981). In parallel with this secular scholarship, he studied at the Tomhai Temimim Yeshiva
at Kfar Habad in Israel, and obtained Rabbinic ordination (semicha) at Jews' College, London (1976),
and at Etz Hayyim Yeshiva, London (1976).

Rabbi Sacks has held several academic positions: Lecturer in Moral Philosophy at the Middlesex
Polytechnic, and in Jewish Philosophy at Jews' College. He is the first incumbent (from 1982) of the
~ Chief Rabbi Lord Jakobovits Chair in Modern Jewish Thought at the latter. He was Director of the
Rabbinic Faculty of Jews' College, which he later headed (1984-1990). He has also lectured at the
universities of London, Essex, Manchester, and Newcastle.

Rabbi Sacks' Rabbinic work has included the position of Rabbi of the Golders Green and Marble Arch
synagogues in London. In addition, he has lectured on radio and television and has initiated varjous
innovative projects. He was the editor of L'Eylah: A Journal of Judaism Today and is the author of
books and articles primarily on subjects of tradition and Jewish continuity under conditions of change and
modernity; these are written in the spirit of preservation of the legacy and of tolerance.

In recognition of his wide-ranging intellectual activity, Rabbi Sacks has received several awards,
including honorary doctorates from Cambridge University and Middlesex University.



UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority
vested in it by the constitution of the University and in accordance with the
recondlmendations of the President and the Executive Committee

hereby confers upon

JONATHAN SACKS

the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy

Honoris Causa

in recognition of his personality, which combines a formidable intellect with refinement of manner, and
of his blending Jewish wisdom and secular knowledge in daily activity; and in appreciation of his
spiritual leadership and long-standing contribution to the advancement of the Jewish community in
Britain and bis friendship for the University of Haifa.

Conferred this day at Haifa, Israel
19 Sivan 5756 / June 6, 1996

Prof. Yehuda Hayuth

Prof. Mordechai Shechter
President

Rector
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