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MARINUS H. VAN I[JZENDOORN

Born in Tiel, the Netherlands (1952). Received his Masters degree with distinction in Pedagogical Science (1976) from University
of Amsterdam and a Ph.D with distinction.ar the Free University of Berlin/Max Manck Institute for Human Deve]n]:tment and
Education in Germany (1978).

Due to his exrepﬁuna] intellect, creativity and nutstandin.g scientific capehﬂitie& he moved rapid.l}' up the academic career ladder.
In 1981 he was e]read].r a full pruFessur at the Graduate School of Education at Leiden University where he now serves as the
head of the Department of Education and Child Studies.

Prof. van [Jzendoorn previously served as Dean of the Faculty of Social and Behavioral Sciences (1998-1999) and also as chair
of the inter-university Institute for the Study of Education and Human Development (1991-1994) which he founded in 1991.
He was a prnfessnr and visiting scientist in various institutions such as the National Institute for Child Health and Human
Development in Bethesda, U.5.A., University of California at Berkley, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and the University
of Haita. He is a Fellow of The R.CIF‘HJ. Netherlands ".cedem) of Arts and Sciences {1998) and of the Netherlands Institute far
Advanced Study in the Humanities “and Social Sciences (1996).

Prof. van I_Izendcmm is among the pillars of research in parenting and its influence on children’s socio-emotional development.
His pioneering research on mbergenemuenal transmission of artacEment on intervention and on adoption hlgiﬂ ted the critical
centrality of parenting and how appropriate intervention can create better parents. His research on adoption yielded unexpected
remlts regarding aL:_iuujpl:ed children's physical, socio-emotional and cognitive catch-up growth. His work includes major innovations
in studying cross-cultural factors and their effects on infant-parent attachment and on early child development, adoption, autism,
and exposure to trauma.
For almost two decades he ]J:a.rtlci]:uted in joint research endeavors with researchers from the University of Haifa on the effects
of kibbutz children's sleeping away from parents at night and various effects of the Holocaust. Prof. van [Jzendoorn is considered
a leading ﬁgure in 1mplement1ng meta-analytical methods that enable the detailed analysis and synthesis of all the empirical
studies at a given time as it pertains to pe.rent—d'uld relationship, attachment, adoption to name a few. He has also made seminal
contributions to understanding the interactions between different environments and genetic disposition for risk and resilience
in various areas of development.

His research has been puh]]f.hed in over 20 books, tens of book chapters and some 350 scientific articles. His scientific contribution
has credited him with prestigious awards; the Spinoza Prize (2004) — the highest scientific award in Holland; and the Society
for Research in Child DeveLF‘pment Award for Dlstmgulshed International Contributions for Child Deve]npment {lﬂﬂ_’}
together with Prof. Avi Sagi-Schwartz.

Prof. van IJzendoorn dedicates his time and energy to fostering young scientists and colleagues from the University of Haifa,
and assists in advancing interaction between IsmFmd Palestinian scientists.

University of Haifa

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority vested in it by the constitution of the University and
in accordance with the recommendations of the President and the Executive Committee

hereby confers upon

Rabbi Avraham Elimelech Firer

the depree of
Doctor of Philosophy, Honoris Causa
in recognition of persona which integrates a hlgh level of medical Imuw|edge, impressive |u;g;istic cap:l]:aﬂities.

compassion, and above all — motivation to help all who turn to the "Ezra Lemarpeh Organization”, which
he founded to ease the suffering of the sick and their families from all sectors of society.

Conferred in Haifa, Israel
1 Sivan 5768/June 4, 2008

Prof. Aaron Ben-Ze'ev P'ruf Yuesl ﬁ.rtzt

President



