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VACLAV HAVEL

Born into a well-to-do-family in then-Czechoslovakia (1936), his father's side having been involved in the entertainment and cinema
businesses and his mother’s side in the diplomatic field. In 1948, his family was stripped of its assets, and he was forbidden to study art
as he had wished to do; instead, he studied for two years (1955-1957) at the Prague Technical University, and then served in the army.

Mr. Havel worked as a stagehand, continued to write, and saw his first play, “Garden Party,” produced. With the start of the “Prague
Spring” (1968), he called for a multi-party system and became swept up more and more into politics. He was one of the heads of the
organization of intellectuals, “Convention T7,” that called on the government to honor human rights. Following this, he was thrown into
prison for the first time. He next participated in establishing the organized resistance to the regime and, in 1979, was again imprisoned,
this time for four years.

After the “Velvet Revolution” (1989), in the course of which the communist government of Czechoslovakia was deposed, he was appointed
interim president. In 1990, he was elected to serve a two-year term. In the aftermath of the break-up of Czechoslovakia, he retired from
political life for a year, and then was elected first president of the new Czech Republic in 1993. He was reelected to a second term in
January 1998. During his presidency, he was a major factor in the Czech Republic’s joining NATO.

Vaclav Havel has visited Israel and received honorary doctorates from the Hebrew University (1990) and Bar-Ilan University (1997), among
the many international awards and honors he has received for his courage, his fight for human rights, and his creative activity.

Mr. Havel currently heads Forum 2000, an international forum that brings together senior figures from all areas of the world to discuss
political and social changes around the globe.

University of Haifa

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority vested in it by the constitution of the University and in accordance

with the recommendations of the President and the Executive Committes

hereby confers upon

Vaclav Havel

the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy, Honoris Causa

in recognition of his contribution in the area of literature and theater to exposing the truth, in esteem for his
courageousness in establishing democracy in his homeland, i token of his valor in the stmggle for freedom
mn Cenfral and Eastern Europe, and for his dedication to the preservation of human rights.

Conferred in Haifa, Israel
23 Tyar 5T66/May 21, 2006
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